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ACCEPTABLE HOME OCCUPATIONS POLICY 
Amended by TOCC Board 

August 27, 2013 
(original Policy approved by TOCC Board 2002, see 2nd page) 

 
 
 

The trend of home occupations has increased significantly in the last decade and many neighborhoods are 
redefining their guidelines. According to the U.S. Small Business Administration, home-based businesses 
make up nearly half of all U.S. Businesses.   Courts have ruled that some home occupations can be an 
acceptable "residential only" usage.  Therefore the TOCC Board has updated definitions of  acceptable 
home occupations in Tower Oaks in keeping with these trends. 
 

1. An acceptable home occupation is defined as "incidental" to the primary use of property as an 
individual's primary residence. 

2. An acceptable home occupation shall not change the residential appearance and nature of Tower 
Oaks. 

3. The general public at large is not invited, permitted, or allowed to enter the residential structure or to 
any structure or improvement upon such lot to conduct business therein, except limited number of 
individuals by appointment (i.e.:  lessons, consultations,  etc) 

4. Personal Garage/Yard sales held several times a year are not prohibited.  However, excessive 
frequency of such sales for the purpose of commercial reselling of products is not permitted. 

5. Signs advertising any home based business or profession are not permitted on the property.  Signage 
on vehicles shall not include your Tower Oaks' address.  

6. On site employees other than resident spouses, resident children and domestic servants, are not 
permitted unless a special request for an additional employee is submitted to the Board for review 
and approval. 

7. No visible storage or display of goods, materials, or products, commercial equipment or commercial 
vehicles are permitted. 

8. No offensive activity or condition, noise and/or odor are permitted. 
9. The business activity does not generate a significant increase in parking or traffic in the neighborhood 

to constitute a nuisance or health hazard  
10. Any home occupation  use in all respects complies with the laws of the State of Texas, and the laws, 

rules and regulations of any regulatory body or governmental agency having authority and jurisdiction 
over such matters, including all Tower Oaks Deed Restrictions.  Home occupations meeting these 
definitions will be viewed by the Board as in compliance with any “residential” only requirements in the 
Tower Oaks Deed Restrictions.  Nothing herein alters any rights or remedies that individual property 
owners have under the Tower Oaks Deed Restrictions. 

 
              ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
We do not condone any home occupation that has the potential of turning our quiet and beautiful 
residential neighborhood into a commercial business district, industrial park or retail center. 
 
It is important to clearly understand the difference between acceptable and objectionable home 
occupations.  If you have any questions about engaging in a home occupation, check with the Board 
first and prevent any costly mistakes! 
 
Home occupations not meeting these guidelines will be subject to prosecution as a violation. 
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ACCEPTABLE HOME OCCUPATIONS POLICY 
Approved by TOCC Board 2002 

(policy amended 2013, see 1st page) 
 

 
 
 

Since the deed restrictions for Tower Oaks were written, the courts have allowed certain types of 
home businesses to exist in restricted neighborhoods.  The Tower Oaks Civic Club Board has 
defined businesses, which are not acceptable as "Objectionable Businesses".  Acceptable home-
based businesses are defined to have the following characteristics: 
 

1. The public is not invited, permitted, or allowed to enter the residential structure or to any 
structure or improvement upon such lot to conduct business therein. 

2. Signs advertising any home based business or profession are not permitted. 
3. On site employees, other than resident spouses, resident children and domestic servants are 

not permitted. 
4. No visible storage or display of goods, materials, or products is permitted. 
5. No offensive activity or condition, noise and/or odor are permitted. 
6. The business activity does not generate a significant increase in traffic in the neighborhood to 

constitute a nuisance or health hazard (ie: periodic deliveries by services such as Federal 
Express, UPS, etc. are allowed) 

7. Passenger vehicles and pickup trucks utilized for commercial purposes may not have signs 
or insignias displaying the residential address affixed thereto while parked or kept within 
Tower Oaks. 

8. Such use in all respects complies with the laws of the State of Texas, and the laws, rules and 
regulations of any regulatory body or governmental agency having authority and jurisdiction 
over such matters. 

 


